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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 



Applicant's argunnents filed 06/1 1/02 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Regarding to claim 6, Applicant requests that the Examiner provides a reference that 
describes, "the updating a relational database such as adding or removing a specific 
record within a database is well known in the art." 

In response, in Schein (US 6002394), the Examiner cites "For example, the user 
may input into the system that he/she would like to add Jerry Springfield to the 
"favorites" list" (Col. 16, lines 48-50). And beside, Schein (US 6133909) cites 
"Furthermore, the user has the ability to continuallv modify t heir selection criteria. For 
instance, the above example. User 2 may delete Anthony Hopkins as a FAVORITE 
PERFORMER 2 weeks after making this addition, and the 3 weeks later add Ed Wood 
as a FAVORITE DIRECTOR" (Col. 12, lines 35-52), by doing this, it is clearly Schein 
(US 6133909) discloses the users able to configure its favorite programs list (database) 
by adding or removing programs (records) from favorite programs list based on the 
actors' name (event). Thus, both Schein (US 6002394 and US 6133909) clearly meets 
and encompass the claimed limitation of "removing favorite event from one of the 
favorite channel list" and clearly support the Examiner's assertion that the updating a 
relational database such as adding or removing a specific record within a database is 
well known in the art. 
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• Claims 1-7 and 8-12, Applicant argues Schein does not teach or suggest, "favorite 
channel lists comprising one or more logical channels relating to a user specified 
theme, wherein the computerized system identifies the logical channels showing an 
event of the user specified theme and includes each of the logical channels in the 
favorite channel list." 

In response, the Examiner respectably disagrees with Applicant because; 
Schein discloses favorite channel lists based on user specified theme (Fig. 1, Col. 
10, lines 40-Col. 11, lines 45) and agrees with applicant that Schein does not 
discloses one or more logical channels of the favorite channel list related to user 
specified theme. Kostreski (Fig. 5 and Col. 28, lines 40-Col. 30, lines 33) teaches 
the use of one or more logical channel wherein each logical channel "SEL" uniquely 
identifies a corresponding physical channel. Thus an ordinary skill in the art would 
use the above teaching of Kostreski to modify Schein so to present to user a list of 
programs (favorite program list) in organized manner according to Kostreski 
suggestion (Col. 3, lines 15-57). 

• Claims 19-23, Applicant argues Schein does not teach "identifying one or more 
channels showing an event of a user specified theme, wherein the step of identifying 
is achieved by matching one or more event themes from an EPG content database 
to the user specified theme and including each one of the channels in the favorite 
channel list." 

In response, regarding "identifying one or more channels showing an event of 
a user specified theme, wherein the step of identifying is achieved by matching one 
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or more event themes from an EPG content database to the user specified theme," 
the Examiner cites (Col. 11, lines 14-46) and regarding "including each one of the 
channels in the favorites list" the Examiner cites (Col. 10, lines 47-55). 
• Claims 24-29, Applicant argues "neither Schein nor Kostreski teach or suggest the 
plurality of computer instructions recited in claims 24-29." 

In response, the Examiner cites Schein's software (Fig. 13, element 316) 
clearly meets "the plurality of computer instructions recited in claims 24-29". The 
Examiner further cites (Col. 18, lines 10-19; lines 54-65+). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject nnatter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-12 and 19-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Schein (US 6002394) in view of Kostreski et al (US 5734589). 

Regarding claim 1 , Schein discloses a computer system for managing favorite 
channels (Fig.1) based on a user specified theme (Col. 10, lines 40-Col.11, lines 45), the 
computerized system comprising: 

One or more favorite channel lists (Col. 10, lines 40-60 and Fig. 5); 

Storing one or more favorite channel lists (Col. 10, lines 55-60); 
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A favorites database for storing one or more favorite channel lists (Fig. 5-9; 

Col.10, lines 40-45, Col.16, lines 15-42 and CoLIS. lines 52-61) 

Schein does not clearly disclose one or more logical channels of the favorite 
channel list related to user specified theme. 

Kostreski shows one or more logical channel (Fig. 5 and Col. 28, lines 40-Col.29, 
lines 34). The secondary program maps 520a and 520b both provide the same RF and 
PIP values for CBS, ABC, NBC and FOX; therefore, Kostreski discloses an 
arrangement that enables VIPs to share sources within the resen/ed section 522 
(Col.29, lines 14-29 and Col.29, lines 35-Col.30, Iines33). Furthermore, Kostreski 
teaches each logical channel "SEL." uniquely identifies a corresponding physical 
channel "VIP StarSight "for popular network such as CBS, ABC, NBC and FOX 
regardless the user select "VIP StarSight" or "VIP BVS" 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Schein by mapping favorite channel listed to 
corresponding logical (virtual) channels, as taught by Kostreski, in order to present to 
user an list of programs (EPG) in an organized, structured format adapted for ease of 
use by the user as suggested by Kostreski (Col. 3, lines 15-57). 

Regarding claim 2, Schein further discloses an EPG (Fig.16A) content database 
storing a plurality of events available on one or more channels for a period of time 
(Col.21, lines 33-52). 
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Regarding claim 3, Schein further discloses wherein the user specified theme 
corresponds to a theme field of events in an EPG content database (Col. 14, lines 60- 
65+ and Col.11, lines 13-45). 

Regarding claim 4, Schein further discloses an EPG data services for managing 
the EPG content Database, the EPG data services providing functions for loading EPG 
-type (category) data from one or more data services (different program sources) 
(Col.6, lines 13-Col.7, lines 43) 

Regarding claim 5, Scheinr further discloses a favorites service providing one or 
more user interfaces and a plurality of management functions for each one of the 
favorite channel list (Fig., 5 and Col. 10-60). 

Regarding claim 6, Schein further discloses wherein the management functions 
include at least one function selected from the group of functions consisting of: adding a 
favorite event to one of the favorite channel lists (Fig. 21 B), and selecting a favorite 
event from one of the favorite channel lists (Col. 14, lines 53-Col.15, lines 5). 

Schein does not clearly disclose removing a favorite event from one of the 
favorite channel lists. 

Official Notice is taken, the updating a relational database such as adding or 
removing a specific record within a database is well known in the art. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Schein by having a function of removing a favorite event from one of the 
favorite channel lists so that the user could update the favorite according to their choice. 
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Regarding claim 7, Kostreski further discloses a channel map service for 
determining a physical channel number and a corresponding physical device for each 
one of the logical channels (Fig. 5) 

Regarding claim 8, see analysis of claim 1 , in combination with claims 5-7. 

Regarding claim 9, see analysis of claim 7. 

Regarding claim 10, see analysis of claim 6. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , see analysis of claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 12, see analysis of claim 2. 

Regarding claim 19, in combination with claims 1 and 3, regarding "identifying 
one or more channels showing an event of a user specified theme, wherein the step of 
identifying is achieved by matching one or more event themes from an EPG content 
database to the user specified theme," the Examiner cites (Col. 11, lines 14-46) and 
regarding "including each one of the channels in the favorites list" the Examiner cites 
(Col. 10, lines 47-55). 

Regarding claims 20 and 21 , see analysis of claim 3. 

Regarding claim 22 and 28, see analysis of claim 2. 

Regarding claims 23 and 29, Schein further discloses the step of identifying is 
achieved by matching one or more words in an event description from the EPG content 
Database to the user specific theme (Col. 14, lines 53-40, Col. 16, lines 15-36). 

Regarding claim 24, Schein further discloses a computer (motherboard, 
processor, RAM, etc... Fig. 1, 2, 3) comprising: 

A processor (Col.4, lines 55-65); 
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A computer readable medium (Fig.1, Col.4, lines 57-60); 

A plurality of computer instructions (Col. 5, lines 1-1 5) executed from the 
computer readable medium by the processor for performing the step of identifying one 
or more channels showing an event of a user specified theme and including each one of 
the channels in the favorite channel list (Col.4, lines 53-Col.6, lines 10). Schein's 
software (Fig. 13, element 316) clearly meets "the plurality of computer instructions" 
because "software" comprises a plurality of computer instructions. 

Regarding claim 25, see analysis of claim 1-6, 24 and Col. 18, lines 10-19; lines 
54-65+). 

Regarding claims 26 and 27, see analysis of claim 3. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Schein et al. (US 6133909) shows method and apparatus for searching a guide 
using program characteristics. 
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For informal or draft communications, please label "PROPOSED" or 
"DRAFT" 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 
Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hal Tran whose telephone number is (703) 308-7372. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Falle, can be reached on (703) 305-4380. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9314. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 306- 
0377. 
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